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ADMIRAL FLETCHER
VERIFIES TRIBUNE'S
NAVY DISCLOSURES

Tells House Committee of Lack of Sub¬
marines for Atlantic, .Slighting of Fleet

Drill and Shortage of Men.

VERBATIM REPORT OF HIS TESTIMONY

Asks To Be l:\cused from Comment on keep
jn£ of Eighteen Battleships at Vera Cruz.

Knows of No Definite Defence Plan.

ONE SUBMARINE FOR
THE ATLANTIC COAST

Speaking to the House Naval Committee; Rear Admiral Frank

Fletcher admitted yesterday:
That there was only one submarine in active service on the At¬

lantic Coast.
That there is no one department directly responsible for the mainte¬

nance of submarines, and that it would take until the middle of Feb¬

ruary to put into service sufficient submarines to be reasonably effective.

That there havt been no fleet drills since the ships were first sent

to Mexican waters, in February, 1913.

That he must be excused from commenting upon the "necessity" of

maintaining eighteen battleships in Mexican waters for bo many months

when there was no Mexican navy.

That only eleven ships showed up at the supposed fleei drill off the

Virginia Capes last month.
That the navy is short between 4.000 and 5,000 men.

[From The Tribune Bureau.]
Wa '..Substantiating practically all of The Tribune's

ÉKtHore regarding the inefficiency of the United States Navy, the lack

of submarine protection i'ur the Atlantic Coast, the shortcomings in fleet

prseticc. the lack of a definite naval policy and a shortage of men. Rea:

Admiral Frank Fletcher, commander of the Atlantic fleet, was an as¬

tounding witi <¦-. efore the House Naval Affairs Committee to-dny.
Standing out in the unequivocal testimony of Admiral Fletcher «re»

Hiadmissiont thai i.-.ere had been no fleet practice since ships were first

Met to Mexican waters, early in 1913, and that there was only one sub-

Brine on the Atlantic Coast in fighting trim. These facts were published
rseently in The Tribune.

As it adjourned late to-day. the committee decided to call as a witness

Commander Yeates Sterling, in charge of the submarine flotilla, who will

M eaestioned regarding the unprepared condition of undei -surface

veisek.
Copies of recent issue.- of The Tribune were conspicuous about the

committee room to-day. and members took turns in asking Admira'

Fletcher about the exposures. Secretary Daniels, who will be heard to¬

morrow, will undergo a similar grilling.
Nation-wide criticism of the navy and its administration was largely

responsible for the committee's decision to permit publicity of its hc¡<r-

iogs. An epitome of Admiral Fletcher'- statements and admissions U
u follow

"We have not been able to get together sixteen battleships for flee»

«ercises Bine« ships were first sent to Mexico.
"It is truo that only eleven ship.- met for fleet drill off the Virginia

Capes last month. The flagships arrived there first, but the remaining
ax showed up about the time I expected them.

One Submarine Ready far Action.

"Yes, is true that there is only one submarine in first claaa con¬

dition on the Atlantic Coast. Others are undergoing repairs or overhau!-

iaf, but they will be ready soon. It just happens that most of them are

ttder repairs now. It is not a regular performance.
"We r eed between four and five thousand men rb man the navy to its

fill fighting strength.
"I must ask to be excused from commenting on the necessity for

l*eping eighteei battleship« at Vera Crut while the port wa« occupied by
¦teoldiei s and there was no Mexican navy to light. [This in answer to

»qoe.itio.-i put in that form.]
ships have had individual target practice and division ma-

Xtuvre but since their separation incident to the situation in Mexican
*d West Indian waters we have not assembled sixteen vessels for fleet
eterci

"On account of thi^ loss of tune we intend to have a drill period in

fcaeary I»efore the hart on their endos through the Panama'
Chati.

"We could no fully defend ourselvei against the navy of

«.gland if ¡io fleet. If she lent 60 per cent of her
«ips it would be a pretty clow tijrht.

"I think Fug!.. only navy against whom we could not make
* »cet- -..! defe

""< f» building hip 1 »ho d say, OS long as other nation?
C"'-Uwie lilding atkma] disarmament is signed.

"The submarine is a weapon of opportunity. The battleship remains
**One! factor in deciding naval conflicts

*lfoi,<. ship in our fleet hau recently had fi\c calls to collision quar-
*W(UTh< rribune article tatei I. ! hav« not been advised of it."

Tribune Article« in Record.

,
¦. five hours Admiral Fletcher spent on the stand was

<*totH to a diftcui ion of Tribune articles, extracts from which were put
**° *.Robert of Massachusetts; William,,

** Ilîinoi and Butlei and Farr, of Pennsylvania, led in the rigid cross-

n*«inati ,n of Admiral Fletcher, and Chairan Padgett and Representa*
Ur* Betarick and Cray occasionally took a hand.

Taking from a portfolio a copy of The Tribune of Oeeember ft, Rep-
".».atati-.f- 1 ,,| ,U1 HrtiM>- claiming that of the seventeen sub.

was in fighting trim At the outset I
dnural Fletcher aid the statamOl t was "not correct," but when pinned

* ^y Ml cod off the submarines, their locations and
¦. admiral flgarod that only one vessel was in

*nd'1";" .'" rk. After reading The Tribune article, the follow-
^"'"l Bopre entative Robert:- and Admiral

».etcher;
i MaaStS»- .Now, continuing, the article I have referred to r.ays:

f h
Ktrfe"»fth of the nil-marine Boot) built and building, i- about

jr-hve submarine«. Or these only sevcn'eeii are now on the active
<>n the Atlanta Coast Of those, five have just had new batteries

Ld and are -, | aiial Zone." Is that statement
"ttv-X so far?

A b.'u'al I '¦ .< i, ,

'in'l y
"" ' ' active list, and live u; the

.ave twelve. The article continues:
°" join are at the Norfolk yard, aadar-

' aoaaaai m tw i. asnaea i

British Sink Three German Cruisers
in Battle Off Falkland Islands;
the Nürnberg and the Dresden Escape

where German warships fought their east eight. Scharnhorst. (ineisenan and I einzi«? Sent

WH£ltE TH£ TH/ZeE &£*A7/<?/V SWAÍ WK*C $UA/K-

CONSUMPTION
QUACKS GARNER
MILLIONS YEARLY
Victims in New York City
Alone Pay $1,000,000 for

Fake Nostrums.

UNWARY DUPED
BY SO CALLED CURES

Methods by Which Venders Push
Their Alleged Remedies

Bared by Tribune.

For those QMCkl who advertise to
consumption and a.

bmefit of those nho bave been vic¬

timized by this vilest of patent medi¬
rme «¡«indies, are printed tl
from the records |( I Yoffc
Stctc Department <>f ll<i.it!
One million tive hundred thai and

die of tuberculosis annually through¬
out the world; 100,000 die of the dis¬
ease in the United .state» yearly; I >,-
104 die of consumpt'on in Net» York
State each \ctir.

It has been conservative!,
t ! a t the makers of these qVaV ¦

¦uaiptiOfl cure« in the I'nited State"
i one swindle the sufferers of the di

who fall into theii base* Il of
116,000,000 annually. New Yotk City
pays these quacks, where their

is richest. ÇI.ooo.iioii .it least.
The honcM opinion ainonj medical

practitioner! and tnosr arhe hare given
the study of tuberculosi their entire
tiaae is that there is no such thine ¦¦

a "consumption cure," and »hut all

paient medicine venders who offer to

cure the disease with their nostrums

ore swindlers.
H-re is what the United Stat

eminent, through it< Public Health
Service, .'in organization including
me of the ablest men in the world

-dicine and surgery, ha* to say
¡il mit tuberculosis and "cures" for the
di'-eave:

'.There no drug known, however
rare or exnanaiva it may be, that ha«
any curative action in the diaoaae
(COaanniptiOB), and all remedie" ¡nkn-
.ised as lach an to be avoided. Pat¬
ent medicines are harmful; radium,
the X-rayi or electricity in any of its
\nrious forms have no value m tuber¬
culosis of tin lun^ No serum has
>el been found that will cure it; there
U no plaster or poultice thai bai M]
effect aa the disease itself"

No Cure Vet Found.
In fact, the only known cure for

tonaumplion is the combination of
r< st, fresh air and good food, under
ttie directioa of a competent doctor.

Ye', dc-pite all these fads ami lig-
urrs, which are knowa to the average

dan, and which in one way or an¬
other have reached the gntl of the

nge consumptive, the quacks go On

( »nllminl on |i»«c .".. column r.

From Froat to Flowers^ T'mt'a him the
beauty of the Florida East Coast. Viail
Kf Ausuatlne, Ormoixl, Pulm n..,.i,, Ml-
ainl. I/Oni K« netting, nn|. '.

Uahantaa;, lube. OOcea, '¿u Fitih A\c.

wer AOMiGAL s/fz. <y

o* rue /y/e/r/j/s ¿çxjadjço*,-

FIRE DESTROYS
~

EDISON'S PLANT;
LOSS $7,000,000

Wizard Leads Eiremen in
Saving Patents and

Inventions.

FIRE DRILLS SAVE
LIVES OF EMPLOYES

Flames Sweep Away Con¬
crete Buildings.Inventor

to Start Again.
¦" T).- Tri'

Weal «»rai go, N. !.. Da* 0. Flumes,

ng .'rom an exploding »etica
picture ,;!m in the m-pection building,
to-night be greater part of
Ihe Edisca Company'- plan! here,
canted ¦ Icei of 17,000,000, three ~.t)IMI
men and .r.nvn out o!" emnlcj nient and
ill but destroyed the f-imoiis labora-

toro >| where the costly paten-
mrcntiOM of Thmias A. Kdiso
rtomd. A mutual insurnnce of |£,0OO,-

o 11
ni' and »appoood-

ly fireproof buildings «Thick BMdc "}¦>

one block of the gigantic plant.
.Acre swept away by the flumes as

easily as H t: ej bad been »I m.\
-ions aided tl « P

ail thn! many

ontnlcyc ,¡ la"> ha" ,"'r"

I trapped .n Hi" Inntca, but perfect tir<

nidi d then eeenpe and non- »!
them v is injuied.

Mr. Kdison, summoned from is

home in Llewellyn Pnik, coolly dircd mJ
hi. employes and the liremen in the

,,;. taring the laboratory bui. 1-

im; its location aaeaa dietenc*-
thl burning btnld HgB, and the fact

that the wind was blowing awuy

helped to sa\e it. The greater part
of its valuable contents were taken to

safety by hundreds of emplo>es.
The laboratory saved, Mr. MfcjN

(ontlnurd »a pafe I. coliiann 7

tfO/>t//94í COUNT VO/V 3S*££.

2 DIE; 100 HURT
IN V WRECK;
CARSFIRETRAPS

Trains Crash at 116th St.;
Motorman at Wrong

Post. Hint Probers.

PASSENGERS FIGHT
TO ESCAPE BLAZE

Panic ¡n Midair.Women
Injured.Third Rail

Causes Flames.
a aorthbonnd Niath v

rated irai« eraal >i late an tapi
the lift! It -talion last Sight, killinr.
two min tad iajariag, tin- poli
mate. "'"'

On« m' th«M Is fatallj
K-'olri.'f was obtained ¦( an oarly

h.iur this moridng by AaiUtaal 1».

tint Atteraeyi Marshy ami BrecUa-
ridjfe that the wit. k onurred !"

ti- aMtemaa of the leca] aai operat¬
ing his train from thl
stead of tas 'r-'.

The colisión, telescoping the tear cai

of the express and the ¡ir.-t car of tlM
local, ripped up the third rail ami short

circuited the powerful current into the

wooden vehicle*, which caught tire at

once. While the t'.iewn '..ere Bghtinj
ties* the thunes laOftd from the

burning cars to a «witchhouse at th«

south end of the platfo.m and de¬

stroyed i-.
TH1 DEAD.

MINNICH. BaaSm t«»lity-MV»» »»»r« »H. 2IJ
Writ liolh it.

COLLINS ¡tutti, tu*'*- >*.*» u»el»'»«<
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KAISER ILL WITH
PNEUMONIA; IS
NOW VERY WEAK
Gets Report of Military

Situation While Con¬
fined to Bed.

MIS FEVER SHOWS NO
SIGN OF DECREASING

Bulletin Says That He Is
Unahle to Give Any

Instructions.
.. 10, \

lue latest bulletin issued in Berlin
v,-. thnl Emparer William's rendition
is anehangcd, and ha ''.is been unable
to leave his bed. Bla iever has not

dcci tused.
'The Fmpcror received a report of

the militar) situatítin. bul was loo

weak to give any ins'ruclion-."
FreCü diagatchee received here dur¬

ing the night it ;,'M>ear« that Fm-

peror William »as seized with an at¬

tack of influenza while on a secret

visi' to Fmpernr Francis Joseph. The
most reliable -ources of information

b] ara) ol Holland and Copenhagen in¬
dicate that be is now making progress
toward recovery.

fl i« noted that I he Fmpcror's quiet
and unheralded arrival at Berlin last
Tharadnj nigh] a» a tick man threat¬
ened with nervous breakdown was bin
'.i---\ \ i*it to the capital «ince the be¬
ginning of Ihe war. The l.crman news-

papcra of Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, «hielt have just arrived here,
make no mention of hie name hevond
the brief announcement that Ihe Km-
peroi ha-- returned to Merlin. This
apparentlv indicates that the news of
hi» illne--- araa suppressed until dan-
ft r wa- past.

correspondent declarea that the
Empi n mainly of a

to the
strain ot the la't few months, to the
eontinaoui eeed by ancana«
Ing miscalculations and hopea not
rtaliied, and te a slight chill. Hi
in tin. rendition when he arrived at

o and
¦ (¡cima n reverse, Hie

: ieible to e- ei y-
body, and ihe chill made it necessary
for bin to v. tihdruv.- to Berlin.

iEmperor Williaai is

pneumonia, which is
.nil aervous depreeeion dna

according to ¦.

fi o Berlin aw arded b
correspondent of tue Ex¬

change Telegraph Company. The mee«
"...' the lierman Fmperor-"

:n not lu return
to the front.

\ '.. ti ¡egram forwarded from
.Ulm h> the orreepondenl of

Reuter1 I ecna «ompany says that
Emperor WilRara is «nil ill. He re¬

mained In bed to-day, but was able to
Hate! to reports trom the dermsn
army headquarters in I ¿ard-
Ing the war situation.

llr Wir»! »'» toe ¦' 'i-i N Si

London, lie. to, \ report ei
s ith gained currency in Lon¬
don last night, atiJ was posted up in

several theatres.

to Bottom.Total Loss of Ufe May
Be Not Far from 2,000 Men.

CHASE BEGINS FOR FLEEING SHIPS

Admiral Count von Spec Believed to Have Gone
Down with Flagship «-Two Colliers

Captured.
London, Dec. 9 A British iquadron under command oi Vice-Admiral

Sir Frederick Munir., chief of the war staff, engaged a derman squadron
under Admiral Count \<>ti Spec off the Falkland (stands, in the South
Atlani rday, ind won a victory which if being acclaimed through-
out England.

The am <r!;^! and the protected
cruiser Leipzig, three of the German warships which had been menacing
British shipping, and pari of the iquadron winch sank the British cruiser*
Good Hope and Monmoutfa in tbc Pacific on November 1. were destroyed,
while the cruisers Dresden and Nürnberg, the Iwo other vessels winch
composed th< German squadron, made off during the tight, and, according

ta, .-.r» being pursued Two colliers were captured
ADMIRALTY ANNOUNCES ENGAGEMENT.

rise¦<-.. nd victory, which wJ5 t!ie
important naval engagement of the w;ir with the exception of that

off Helgoland last Vugust, wsi made this evening in the following stats-
out by th'.^ Admirult.v:

\t 7:M) .1. m. on the «Sth oi D ember the Scbarnh irst. ihc
Ml, the Nürnberg, the Leipzig and the Dresden were

lands by a British squadron ai

admiral Sir Frederick Sturdec.
"An action Followed, in the course of which the ScharalK

r»f Admiral Count von Spec; the <jiH-i-.-r.au and the
?The ';¦. .¦ and the Nürnberg made off

during the action and an being pur
rs also were ca|

.;--¦ -,i'iii.ir.i! reports thai th< B maltiei art verj
in nnrabcr.
"Son survivors liave beei rescued from liie Gneisensn and

SOME SURVIVORS RESCUED.

makes reference to torn« rurvivoi d :iom tha
nan and the Leipzig, bul nia made of any of the crew oí
harnhorst, which was the flagship of the German admiral, being

saved, and it is thus presomed thai Count von Spee, h;^ officers and men

down ¡ghtmsj
The British casualties were light but beyond the facl that the Kritish
Iron was commanded by Vice-Admiral Sturde* no information i<

vouch: i- and the newspapers are enjoined
"other combinations may be effected."

rnthusiasra prevailed in London over the victory, and
the general impression is that it will be completed, si the Admiralty would

likely to tend ships that could not overtake the Dresden and the
Nürnberg, which are 24-knot and 23 knot ve ici respectively, and prob
ably even slower after their long sei I a disadvantage
also because of their imall coal capacity.

HEADS FORMIDABLE SQUADRON.
British squadron which engaged the Germans left ngland n

out tbc knowledge of the nblic, and until his name was now»
it wai believed that Vice-Admiral Sturdee was vCr\mg ¡. home

was taken from the post of chief of the war staff
i* indicative of the determination of the British government to eicar the
Pacific and South Atlantic of all the German warships, and it is therefore
believed thai th< British commander is at the head of a formidable

¡.i the Dresden and the Nürnberg, only one German war«
the Karlsruhe.is now unaccounted for In those waters, although

there may be one or two armed merchantmen which the Mliei have not

rounded np
\- the Scharnhorst end the carried a complement of

"7ó5 men. the Leipzig 286, the Nürnberg 322 and the Dresden 261, the tota*
¡erman loss is esi u m< n, although the

.¦-, Dresden and the Nurnbei t j '<><. known.

Ever since the engagement off the Chilian coast on November 1 be

tween the British ships under Admiral Cradocl and the German vessels
under Admiral von Spec, during which the British armored cruisers Mor
mouth -I Hope were sent to the bottom, with the loss of the

admiral end war vesseli of the British and Japanese
have been looking for the Scharnhorst, Gneisestaa and Leipzig

I. illy believed that .-.''ter their victory on the Pacific the
Scharnhorst, the Gneisensa, the Leipzig, the Nürnberg and the Dresden
vcrc ¡, .,,<;. r t!ie Str;:it of Magellan ami ultimativ would turr.

north to l>e joined by the cruiser Karl-rubjpjfethe converted cruiser Kron-
(fKnz Wilhelm and. other scout vessels that^pd been either captured front
the merchant trade of the enemy or had"en sent OUt by (îermany to

augment the k. els preying on trade in the North and South,
Atlant;»

CAPTURE OF LINERS PLANNED.

L« thought 'hat this plan oi mobilization bad been ordered as part
dvance on the transatlantic lanei and capture

lome Of the Mg merchant prizes of French and British nationality that
bad bee* steaming back and forth, between New York and Europe with
impunity ev< li I th« war began.

The armored CIHÍS4 Gni, vhorst were two of the
Germen Empire's finest .-ra rovers. Both vessels were alike in armament

serai dimension-. The Gncisenau is described as being a vessel of
11,420 tons displacement, with a beam of "U feet and a depth of 24 feet.
She had twin screws, which, driven by engines of 28306 horsepower, pro-
pellcd her at a >pecd of 23J knots, which is faster than the White Star
liner Olympic and equivalent to the average speed of the Lusitania and
Mauritania, of the Caaard Line. The Gnesaestsu was launched in the
Weser in 1906 and was ready for service in 190^. She carried a crew of
To: men sod was equipped with eight 8.2-iuch guns, six 5.9-inch guns.
twenty 3.4-inch guns and fourteen guns of smaller calibre. She was fitted
with four torpedo tubes and was protected by 0-inch armor plate.

The Scharnhorst, which was built at the yards of Blolim & Voss, at
Hamburg, was designed to make a speed of 22.5 knots

The Leipzig, which had a displacement of 3,200 tona was 341 feet
long, with a beam of 43 feet and a depth of 1«> She was bt.i!t at Bremen
and launched in the Wcscr in 1905 and put into commission in 1906. She


